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ate was convened, and passed a decree,07 which was con-
firmed by the Grand Duke, that on the death of Prince
Giovanni Gastone, his sister, the Electress Anna M:u ia Ludo-
vica, should succeed to the throne. This deciee was formally
promulgated and communicated to the various com Is of
Europe, its promulgation in Florence being accompanied by
public festivities. Austria declined to agiee, declaring that
the deciee showed that Cosimo 7s ultimate intention was to
give Tuscany to a Bourbon; but Cosimo placed his chief
r iiance on England and Holland, who were both ready to
.withstand Austria in the matter, George T being specially
opposed to any foreign power obtaining a preponderating
influence in Italy. France also did not object to the decree,
Louis XIV only taking exception to its incompleteness, and
urging that prudence, policy, and national justice pointed
to the ultimate successor being the Princess Elizabeth of
Parma, through Margherita de' Medici, daughter of Cosimo
II.28 Lastly, Philip V of Spain took a still more definite
course by promptly marrying the Princess Elizabeth, as a
preliminary to claiming Tuscany for Spain when the time
came. Meanwhile the Peace of Utrecht (1714) took place
without any opposition being made by any of the powers
to the Electress Anna Maria Ludovica being considered the
rightful successor to the throne of Tuscany after her biother,
Giovanni Gas tone.

In 1715 Louis XIV died, his death causing important
changes in European politics; and in 1716 the Electress Anna
Maria Ludovica, now fifty years of age, became a widow,
and returned from Dusseldorf to Floience, where she im-
mediately became the principal personage at the court. On
her arrival Ferdinand's widow, the Princess Violante, retired
to Siena, of which she was made Governor. The altered state
of European affairs caused by the death of Louis XTV led in
1718 to a quadruple alliance between England, Holland,
France, and Austria. And these powers in a treaty concluded
at London decided, without even consulting the Grand Duke